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The President. Let me say, from my per-
spective, two things would be especially help-
ful to hear from all of you: First of all, briefly,
what you think the causes of the present pre-
dicament are; and secondly, what you believe
we should do, not only in the immediate
present but over the long run with the archi-
tecture of the financial system. And insofar
as there are new ideas to be advanced, I think
we owe it to ourselves to say not only what
the potential positive impacts are but what-
ever potential negative consequences might
flow from the changes that we advocate.

And I would like to just suggest—if they’re
willing, I’d like to ask the head of the Mexi-
can central bank, Mr. Ortiz, to begin; and
perhaps Gordon Brown, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, would follow; and then, per-
haps Minister of Finance Tharin from Thai-
land. And after those three talk, then we’ll
just open the floor and have a free-ranging
discussion.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:31 p.m. in the
ballroom at the Sheraton Luxury Collection Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Guillermo Ortiz,
Governor, Bank of Mexico; Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer Gordon Brown of the United Kingdom;
and Minister of Finance Tharin Nimmanhemin
of Thailand. The transcript made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin.

Proclamation 7132—Child Health
Day, 1998
October 5, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As caring parents and citizens, we must

do all we can to ensure that our children,
our Nation’s greatest resource, lead safe and
healthy lives. Today, thanks to scientific
breakthroughs and increased public aware-
ness, we have the ability to prevent many
of the childhood illnesses and disorders of
the past. We have raised immunization rates
to an all-time high, ensured that prescription
drugs will be adequately tested for children,
conducted research to help protect children
from environmental health risks, and estab-
lished protections so that mothers can stay

in hospitals with their newborns until they
and their doctors decide they are ready to
leave. Although we can be heartened by
these important achievements, we must do
more if we are to overcome the many health
challenges our children still face.

Recent studies show that children without
health insurance are more likely to be sick
as newborns, less likely to be immunized, and
less likely to receive treatment for recurring
illnesses. One of the great accomplishments
of my Administration has been the creation
of the Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP), which I called for in my 1997 State
of the Union and signed into law just a year
ago. CHIP provides $24 billion to help States
offer affordable health insurance to children
in eligible working families—the single larg-
est investment in children’s health since the
passage of Medicaid in 1965. CHIP will pro-
vide health care coverage, including prescrip-
tion drugs, and vision, hearing, and mental
health services, to as many as 5 million unin-
sured children; and in its first year, nearly
four out of five States already are participat-
ing in CHIP. We are also working hard to
identify and enroll in Medicaid the more
than 4 million children who are currently eli-
gible to receive health care through that pro-
gram but are not enrolled. The challenge be-
fore us now is to realize the promise of CHIP
and Medicaid by reaching out to families to
inform them of their options for health care
coverage.

Due to recent breakthroughs in medical
knowledge, we know that the decisions we
make even before our children are born can
have a significant impact on their future
health. That is why we are committed to
fighting, among other afflictions, the tragic
consequences of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. In
this country, thousands of infants are born
each year suffering from the physical and
mental effects of this disorder. Because its
effects are devastating, causing permanent
damage, the simplest and best measure that
expectant mothers can take for the safety of
their babies is to abstain from drinking alco-
hol throughout their pregnancies.

As part of my Administration’s ongoing ef-
forts to protect our children from the effects
of alcohol and other substance abuse, Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services Donna
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Shalala recently announced a new campaign,
‘‘Your Time—Their Future,’’ to recruit
adults to help children and adolescents de-
velop healthy and useful skills and interests.
Research shows that the guidance and exam-
ple of caring adults can play an important
part in helping young people resist the attrac-
tion of alcohol and other harmful or illegal
substances.

To acknowledge the importance of our
children’s health, the Congress, by joint reso-
lution approved May 18, 1928, as amended
(36 U.S.C. 143), has called for the designa-
tion of the first Monday in October as ‘‘Child
Health Day’’ and has requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 5,
1998, as Child Health Day. I call upon fami-
lies, schools, communities, and governments
to dedicate themselves to protecting the
health and well-being of all our children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 7, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 8.

Proclamation 7133—German-
American Day, 1998
October 5, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
From the time our republic was born, Ger-

man Americans have enriched our national
life and culture. Many, seeking religious free-
dom, first settled in and around Philadelphia
more than 300 years ago; and to this day,
one of the largest neighborhoods in that city
is called Germantown. Throughout the colo-

nial period, more Germans arrived on these
shores and made their homes throughout the
Thirteen Colonies. Today, almost a quarter
of the American people can trace their roots
back to Germany.

German Americans have had an important
and lasting impact not only on the growth
of our Nation, but also on the formation of
many of our deepest values. As skilled and
industrious farmers, German Americans have
shared their love for the land and a strong
sense of family and community. With a deep
respect for education and the arts, they have
broadened the cultural life of the commu-
nities in which they live. And, from their ear-
liest days in this country, Germans and Ger-
man Americans have revered freedom, as
epitomized by the service of General
Friedrich von Steuben during America’s
struggle for independence and by the dedica-
tion of the entirely German American Pro-
vost Corps which, under the command of
Major Bartholomew von Heer, served as
General Washington’s personal guard unit
during the Revolutionary War.

All of us can take pride in the accomplish-
ments of German Americans—as soldiers
and statesmen, scientists and musicians, arti-
sans and educators. It is fitting that we set
aside this special day to remember and cele-
brate how much German Americans have
done to preserve our ideals, enrich our cul-
ture, and strengthen our democracy.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, October
6, 1998, as German-American Day. I encour-
age all Americans to recognize and celebrate
the many gifts that millions of people of Ger-
man descent have brought to this Nation and
that have enriched the lives of our citizens.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 7, 1998]
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